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a subject of regret to me as it is connected with your Lord-
ship and arises from that very confidence from which I
derive so much support and advantage."
The Chancellor replied asking to be allowed to see the
originals, that he might know how far Lord Pelham might
feel hurt, remarking: "It seems odd that he should have
read letters addressed to Mr. Wickham, though delivered
to him by mistake." After seeing the correspondence he
wrote again regretting the incident, but observing that the
letters contained nothing "with which a man of any
strength of mind ought to be displeased."
The story of the controversy between Lord Pelham and
the Irish Administration in connection with the granting
of licences for the export of provisions from Ireland is
closed with an extract from a letter from Charles Yorke
to his brother, dated the iyth February 1803.
"... It is a satisfaction to know that the Cabinet are
now of opinion, as they ought to have been in the first
instance, that your Excellency should be empowered to
grant licences from time to time in the manner you
proposed. I am likewise particularly desired by Adding-
ton (with whom I have had two conversations on this
subject, the latter yesterday) to assure you in the most
precise terms that you may rely with perfect confidence
on the zealous support and entire co-operation of all the
leading persons in the Cabinet [including himself, Lord
Hawkesbury and Lord Casdereagh]; that it is your opinion
and authority that they look to in the consideration and
discussion of all high measures... he took an opportunity
of speaking to the King upon the discussion which had
taken place of which H.M. appeared to be apprized and
that he expressed himself as being completely satisfied
with your conduct ever since you had been in the Govern-
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